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              The President’s Message 
 
May will usher in the Senior Stimulus payments to 
retirees. The so called senior payment, $250 for 
individuals, $500 for couples who both receive some 
Social Security benefits will go to retirees, SSI 
beneficiaries and persons with disabilities. 
 
No forms to fill out but will be sent thru the mail or 
direct deposit. Some Federal and State retirees who 

don’t receive SS benefits will qualify but may have to file 2009 tax returns to 
receive it. If you do not receive your check by June 4th, it is suggested that you 
call 1-800-772-1213.  However, according to the congressional Budget Office, 
Social Security recipients aren’t expected to get any increase in benefits next 
year. Since 1975 they have received a cost-of-living adjustment each year based 
on increases in the consumer-price index calculated on the increase, if any, in the 
CPI-W for the 3rd quarter of this year compared to last year. 
 
So a 2010 adjustment would be based on the average data for this coming July. 
August and September vs. the same months in 2008. The current index 
calculations imply a decline which the CGO says will make next year’s increase 
ZERO. However, even if there is a decline, benefits won’t be cut. By law even if 
Part B premiums increase, SS benefits can’t be cut. The Blotter contains an 
article that further explains certain provisions. I mention this because of the 
continuing vicious attacks on police and fire pensions and health benefits, 
 
The city administration is making every effort to slash retiree health benefits and 
increase payments by recipients. We must continue to fight to protect our hard 
fought for benefits and be thankful that the NY State constitution protects our 
pensions. The city will probably be successful in attacking pension benefits of 
new employees. Our blotter contains some of the vicious attacks to give you an 
idea of what we have to contend with. 
 
To quote, “the price of liberty is eternal vigilance” and so with our pensions and 
health benefits. 

 

Wishing all a Happy Mother’s Day 

PRESIDENT 
   Louis Weiser 
VICE PRESIDENT 
   Michael J. Borrelli 
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   Warren Ostrofsky 
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   William Farrell 
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   Dennis Lydting 
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   Steven Moses 
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   Rabbi Jonathan Kaplan  
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   William Farrell 
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  Mel Shapiro   
 Paul Barasch 
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    Michael J. Borrelli 
ENTERTAINMENT 
   William Gallagher 
   Dennis Lydting 
   Thomas Puglisi 
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   Frank Tooley 
  Joseph Scimeca 
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PENSION 
   Louis Weiser 
   Michael J. Borrelli 
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Telephone numbers to keep handy 
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NYPD commemorates 100th anniversary of line-of-duty death 
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Louis Weiser----------- President   954-718-9739 
Michael Borrelli ------Vice President          954-574-0365 
Warren Ostrofsky----Secretary                   954-341-5575 
Frank J. Orefice------Treasurer                  954-974-0373 
Thomas Puglisi-------.Sgt. At-Arms             954-341-4095 
William Farrell-------.-Director                       954-752-5386 
William Gallagher-----Director                       954-977-0616 
Dennis Lydting-------  Director                       954-973-3083 
Steven Moses--------- .Director                       954-341-6363 
Frank Tooley----------.Director                       954-972-5983 
Rabbi J.S. Kaplan----- Chaplain                      954-346-5030 
Father G. Andersen.---Chaplain                      954-753-3692 
Dr. John Halpern-------Surgeon          .           954-553-1065 
Joseph Scimeca-------- Honor Guard    954-340-7967 
Paul Barasch------------Promotions               954-803-9819 
Joe Johnson------------ Web Master                 954-274-5107 
D.E.A.                                                       1-212-587-9120 
D.E.A. Hot Line              1-212-233-3232 
PBA NY Office                                         1-212-233-5531 
                                      Toll free              1-877-844-5842 
PBA Broward Satellite Office                        954-977-3880 
LBA/CEA                                                 1-212-964-7500 
Social Security                                        1-800-772-1213 
Empire Blue Cross of New York              1-800-433-9592 
N.Y.P.D. ID Card Section                   1-646-610-5000 
NYC Health Line                               1-800-521-9574 
   
 
 

Past Presidents 
  
Paul Manino    1981  
Sy Silver*   1982 
Bill Schilling    1983 
Ray McDonnell*  1984/85 
Mike Borrelli    1986/95/96 
Ron Kavanagh  1987/88/92 
Paul Barasch   1989 
Bill Bett    1990 
Paul Levy   1990/91 
Frank Tooley   1993/94 
Richard Lapp  1997/98 
Robert Izzo   1999/00 
Alan Berkowitz  2001/08 
Louis Weiser   2009- 
 
* Deceased 
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(L.O.D. Commanding Officer of the Italian Squad Lt.  Giuseppe [Joseph] 

Petrosino: March 12, 1909) 

 Friday, March 13th, 2009 ‘The Staten Island Advance’ 

 The New York City Police Department yesterday 
commemorated the 100th anniversary of the line-of-
duty death of NYPD Lt. Joseph Petrosino with a 
wreath-laying ceremony at Lieutenant Joseph Petrosino 
Park on Kenmare Street in Manhattan.  

When he joined the Police Department in 1883, 
Petrosino was the city's shortest officer, at 5-foot-3. 
Police Commissioner Theodore Roosevelt personally 
promoted him to Sergeant of Detectives in 1895.    

While investigating anarchists in the United States, 
Petrosino warned President William McKinley of 
threats against his life; however, the warning was not 
heeded and McKinley was assassinated in 1901.  

Under Petrosino's leadership, several thousand arrests 
were made, and more than 500 offenders were sent to 
prison. Crimes against Italian-Americans dropped by 
50 percent. But Petrosino was killed while on 
assignment to Palermo, Sicily. 

NYPD's first Italian-American detective honored  
(The Associated Press) – Thursday, March 12th, 2009; 2:06 PM 

NEW YORK - New York City is paying tribute to a tur n-of-the-century police detective 
killed in a mob hit in Italy. NYPD Lieutenant Joseph Petrosino was the city's first 
Italian-American detective. 

 In the late 1800s, he formed an undercover team to rid New York's Little Italy 
neighborhood of a group called "the black hand" that terrorized residents. The name 
referred to a black ink palm-print on paper that came with a demand for money.  

Petrosino was killed when he went to Sicily to investigate the organization's roots. 
Commissioner Raymond Kelly says Petrosino's work seriously curbed New York crime. 
The commissioner spoke at a wreath-laying ceremony Thursday. A new park in Little 
Italy is named for the lieutenant. 

 

 

The Chief-Leader/Pat Arnow  

REMEMBERING A VALIANT CRUSADER: 
Police Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly 
(left) stands with three descendants of Det. 
Joseph Petrosino— the first Italian-
American Detective in the NYPD—at a 
ceremony marking the 100th anniversary of 
his murder during a trip to Italy as part of 
his campaign against organized crime. 
From left are granddaughter Susan Burke, 
great-grandson Joseph Petrosino, who is a 
Police Officer, and his father, Joseph, who 
used to work in the Brooklyn District 
Attorney's Office.  
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Mayor Warns Unions: Pay for Health Care Or Layoffs Will Come  

 
Even With Stimulus Aid, Insists on Workers 'Sharing' Pain  

By ARI PAUL  
 

Mayor Bloomberg went to Washington Feb. 11 to urge Federal lawmakers 
to provide more stimulus aid for the city's ailing budget, but while there 
redoubled his efforts to pressure the unions to require city workers to 
contribute to 10 percent of their health benefits. Even as enough aid was 
secured from the final bill to avert Teacher layoffs and a canceled police 
class, the Mayor waved a club at the unions on this issue: No givebacks 
means layoffs. 

“The taxpayers don't have the benefits that our municipal workforce has, 
and we've all got to share," the Mayor said in making his case for the 
health-care co-pays. City workers currently do not contribute to their basic 
health-benefit plans, although many pay for augmented coverage. Civil 
Service Merit Council President Neal Tepel believed that the Municipal 
Labor Committee, which negotiates city employee health benefits with the 
city, would continue to balk at the Mayor's proposal for health-care 
contributions. "My understanding is that he didn't present this to the 
unions," Mr. Tepel said. "[Unions] will talk to the  Mayor, there'll be 
negotiations, but I don't think there'll be give backs.  

I think they got burned under [former Mayor Rudy] G iuliani with givebacks, and that continues to be 
something that the unions are very, very concerned about, because when you give givebacks, it's 
forever, so they're going to be very cautious about going backwards."  

In her State of the City Address Feb. 12, City Council Speaker Christine Quinn said that while 
homeowners would pay more in property taxes and that she would seek to create more city tax 
brackets for people earning more than $90,000, that "we'll also need the city's labor unions to play 
their part.” Speaker Quinn pointed to the fact that the city has already instituted some of the 
Council's proposed budget cuts. 

"For example, instead of paying $20 million to consultants to estimate city construction costs, we'll 
have the agency staff—those originally hired to do the estimates—do their jobs," she said. "Also at 
our urging, the Police Department will stretch out replacement of their vehicles for another year. 
Police cars may be a little older and a little more beat up, but we can make do—and we should expand 
this idea to other agencies as well."  In addition, the Speaker looked to merge city functions in order to 
save costs. 

"We've got a Department of Citywide Administrative Services, and two separate departments for city 
records and payrolls.  Let's merge them all into one," she said. "And right now, we have a dedicated 
pension system for just a small number of non classroom Department of Education employees. We 
should fold that pension system into the larger pension system that covers other civilian employees. 
It'll save tens of millions of dollars, without touching pension benefits." 

 

MAYOR BLOOMBERG: 
Keeping pressure on 
unions.  
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ONLINE Newsletter,       please read   by Michael J. Borrelli 
 
I am re-printing this article because of the tremendous response I have received to date 
from our members. We are now mailing out over 250 blotters by e-mail. I thank you, I 
thank you, I thank you and the Club thanks you. I need to bring this figure up to 350 
and that will suffice. So those of you with e-mail please send it to me. The benefits are 
tremendous. I will not forward you any jokes, nor would I forward any spam that tells 
you to send it to 10 others to change your life, or will you receive any e-mails of non-
importance.  
 
Besides the newsletter (the Blotter), I will send you up dated material that has to do with your pension, 
your health benefits, what is being proposed for future Police Officer, what is happening in the city 
and any other article that is deemed important for you to know. 
 
Those of you who are already on my e-mail list know what I mean because of the articles I recently 
sent you regarding the VSF, The health crises, and the alleged Christmas Bonuses that appeared in 
the news media and the rebuttal to these articles. You received this information as soon as it 
happened, and that is the beauty of e-mail. 
 
The following is a repeat of what I voiced last month. Those of you, who have e-mail, send me your 
name & e-mail address and within days you will know what I mean. 
 
Due to the high cost of having the newsletter printed and mailed each month, many of the 10-13 Clubs 
have decided to e-mail their Blotters to the members that have this service.  For the past few years, 
Broward members have been receiving their newsletter called the Mini Blotter  4 times a year. We are 
now in the process of remedying that situation. 
 
In the past three months we have converted back to a full pledge newsletter which will be sent to our 
members 11 to 12 times a year. This has been made possible because we were able to obtain numerous 
e-mail addresses from you, and the cost for sending it by e-mail has been ZERO. Not only has the cost 
helped our club, but you are receiving it in Living Color. The rest of the membership who do not have 
e-mail will also be receiving it by regular mail. They will be getting it in black and white. So for those 
of you who have an e-mail address, it behooves you to send that address to me.  
 
Those of you who have received the Blotter in your e-mail, you need not respond to this, but those of 
you who wish to have it e-mailed, please just send me your full name by e-mail and I will place your 
address in the master group. 
mborr95224@aol.com   
 
  You will receive The Blotter by my secondary e-mail address which I use solely for 
sending you the Blotter and any other information of importance. DET717@aol.com  
 

Regarding the May Newsletter and thereafter  
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VA To Offer Health Care to Previously Ineligible Veterans 
 

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today plans to re-open 

enrollment in its health care system by July 2009 to about 265,000 veterans whose incomes 

exceed current limits.  “We’re pleased to be able to offer what has been called ‘the best care 

anywhere’ to many more new veterans,” said Dr. James B. Peake, Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  

“We’ll be able to provide these newly enrolled veterans with the kind of timely, high quality 

health care veterans who already use our system are accustomed to.” 

The change affects veterans whose incomes exceed the current VA means test and geographic 

means test income thresholds by 10 percent or less.  Congress provided funds in VA’s fiscal year 

2009 budget to support the new enrollment. In 1996, Congress established a priority-based 

enrollment system for VA and a uniform package of medical benefits for all enrollees.  The 

legislation opened enrollment in VA’s health care system to all eligible veterans and required 

that each year the Secretary of Veterans Affairs assess veterans’ demand for services and 

determine if the necessary resources are available to provide timely, quality care to all enrollees.

Enrollment for the lowest priority of the eight groups—veterans who are not being compensated 

for a military-related disability and who have incomes above a set threshold—was suspended on 

January 18, 2003, although veterans in that priority group who were already enrolled for care 

were permitted to remain enrolled. VA originally suspended enrollment for Priority 8 veterans 

because it was unable to provide all enrolled veterans with timely access to its health care due to 

a tremendous growth in the number of veterans then seeking enrollment.  VA now plans to 

reopen enrollment for a portion of these veterans without compromising the Department’s 

ability to provide high quality health care services to all enrolled veterans who are eligible for 

careVA’s computer systems are being modified to accommodate the changes, and the 

Department is preparing communication and education materials to ensure that Congress, 

veterans service organizations, and the public are aware of the coming changes.  “The rule will 

take effect by June 30, 2009, if the regulatory process proceeds smoothly,” Peake said. “We look 

forward to welcoming these newly eligible veterans into the VA system.  VA will continue to 

monitor wait times to ensure the quality of care is not adversely affected.” 

 

 

 
 

 

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, OUR WEBSITE IS ALIVE AND KICKING AND WEB MASTER, JOE 
JOHNSON IS TRYING TO BRING IT UP TO DATE. BE PAIENT, BUT VISIT.  IN CASE YOU 
MISSED AN ISSUE, ALL OUR NEWSLETTERS WILL BE LISTED, CLICK & ENJOY 
                                        WWW.BROWARD10-13CLUB.COM 
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RE: DEA- CATASTROPHIC- BENEFITS 
 
The following is a response received by one of our members who inquired about the catastrophic 
benefits obtained by the Detective Endowment Association for their members. The response came 
from one Sharon, Fund Administrator for the DEA. 
 
“There are actually two parts to the DEA catastrophic coverage. 
The first part  is an extra rider that the DEA purchased through GHI. There is a $4,000 deductible 
(retired members) per calendar year. 
The procedure for applying for DEA catastrophic benefits is as follows” 
 
Claims for non-participating doctors are submitted through GHI for their basic allowance. Because 
GHI payment schedule is so low the member always has an out of pocket expense. When the 
difference between what your doctor charges and what GHI allows exceeds $4,000 you may apply for 
the DEA catastrophic benefit. 
 
For Example; Bills submitted to GHI are for $20, 000. 
GHI’s basic allowance is $5,000, your responsibility is $15,000. 
You should send your GHI statements showing the above to the DEA. We would in turn forward it to 
GHI to be reprocessed under the DEA/GHI Catastrophic Rider. Of the remaining $15,000 out of 
pocket expenses*** 
GHI would minus the $4,000 deductible and then GHI would send you a check for $11,000.   
(Maximum benefit lifetime per family $250,000) 
 
***Please be advised that if GHI does not make an allowance for services rendered, that specific 
service will not be included in the calculation for catastrophic coverage. 
 
The second part of the DEA catastrophic benefit is when you receive the catastrophic payment from 
GHI, send the statement showing the $4,000 deductible was met to the DEA and then the DEA will 
issue you a check for $3,000. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (212) 587-9120 
 
Submitted by member Mel Shapiro 
 
 

Obama budget impact: It's like Christmas in Februar y for New York  
BY David Saltonstall – Friday, February 27th, 2009 ‘The New York Daily News’  
(Edited for brevity and NYPD pertinence) 
 
Both Obama's budget and the stimulus package also include money for more city cops, although debate 
continues over how the money will be carved up.  
What's clear is that the city will be able to hire several hundred new cops - and possibly even several thousand - 
as part of Obama's pledge to add 50,000 cops to the nation's police forces. 
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 Last time we learned when a police officer can pat down a suspected, potentially dangerous, felon, 

when he does not have probable cause to arrest or search him.  How about his car?   Let’s follow the 
cases and see where they take us. 

  
In Michigan v. Long,1 the court applied the principles of Terry in the context of a vehicular roadside encounter stating:  
  
The search of the passenger compartment of an automobile, limited to those areas in which a weapon may 
be placed or hidden, is permissible if the police officer possesses a reasonable belief based on specific and 
articulable facts which, taken together with the rational inferences to be drawn from those facts, reasonably 
warrant the officer in believing that the suspect is dangerous and the suspect may gain immediate control 
of weapons.   

 
The court in Long took that language right out of Terry v. Ohio.  Let's see what those facts were.  

Deputy Sheriffs Howell and Lewis were on patrol in rural Barry County, Michigan, when they observed a speeding and 
erratically driven car go into a ditch shortly after midnight.  When the deputies approached the scene of the accident, they met 
David Long at the rear of the car.  The driver’s door was open.  He was the only person present.  Long had difficulty responding to 
repeated requests to produce his driver’s license and registration and appeared to be ‘under the influence of something.’  As Long 
started walking towards the open car door, the deputies followed and observed a large hunting knife on the floorboard of the 
driver’s side of the car.  They shined their flashlights into the car and saw ‘something’ protruding from under the armrest.  Their 
intention was ‘to search for other weapons.’  At this point, Deputy Howell entered the vehicle to examine the armrest, and saw a 
pouch of marijuana on the front seat.  After Long was convicted, he asked the U.S. Supreme Court to determine ‘the authority of a 
police officer to protect himself by conducting a Terry-type search of the passenger compartment of a motor vehicle during the 
lawful investigatory stop of the occupant of the vehicle.’ 
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Let’s change the facts a bit.  Let’s say Long was already in handcuffs, having been placed under arrest.  Could you still pat down 
the car?  Is there still a danger?  That’s just what happened in Texas to Richard Wallen.  Wallen was stopped for speeding.   As the 
police officer was requesting his license and registration, he noticed several weapons in the vehicle.  Wallen kept walking around 
the car and looking into it.  Eventually a records check revealed an outstanding traffic warrant and Wallen was handcuffed and 
placed in the rear of the patrol car.  Was there any need for a protective search of the car?  Could Wallen get to those guns and hurt 
the officer?   The United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit (Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi) ruled that ‘suspects in 
handcuffs can remain a danger to the police, particularly when weapons are present….  The rule of Long and Terry applies here to 
legitimize this sweep, although Wallen was in handcuffs at the time.  Ever “pat down” a house?   Next time we will see when that 
may be permitted. 

. 

                                                           
 

          David Waksman, Assistant State Attorney, Miami Dade County 
                                       Formally Known as 40 Charlie 
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Broward Sheriff’s Office 
Friday, June 5, 2009 through Saturday, June 6, 2009 

MARKHAM PARK 
16001 w State Road 84 
Sunrise. Florida 33326 

Friday, June 6, 2009 
6:00 PM Opening Ceremony * 7:00 PM Survivor Dinner celebration 

9:00 PM Luminaria ceremony 
Saturday, June 6, 2009 

12:00 PM Closing Ceremony 
 

Please join us in the fight against cancer! 
American cancer Society of Broward County 

3363 W. Commercial Blvd, Suite 100 
Fort Lauderdale Fl 33309 

Contact: Carla Flores (954) 564-0880 Ext 7521 

www.relayforlife.org/bsofl 

        Celebrate, Remember, Fight Back 
 

A 10-13**the sheriff is asking for volunteers to help out on the night and day of the event, or 
sponsor a team of 10 walkers. If you want to help the contact number is listed above. This is 
a 10-13 for a great cause. 
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CITY 'SLAP' AT 9/11 UNIFORMED HEROES 
By SUSAN EDELMAN — Sunday, March 15th, 2009 ‘The New York Post’ 
 
 
The city has asked a judge to toss out 9/11 claims by 4,600 cops, firefighters, and paramedics, arguing 
the "uniformed" personnel are not entitled to workplace protection under state labor laws. The legal 
maneuver has infuriated Ground Zero responders, who called the city's move "a slap in the face."  
 
New York's Bravest and Finest fought smoldering fires at Ground Zero, dug for human remains and 
guarded the toxic disaster site for months, the city says. But they don't get the same protections as 
manual laborers, mechanics and other "working men," the city contends. "The uniformed plaintiffs 
do not fall within the class of employees entitled to the protections of the labor law," city lawyer James 
Tyrrell argues in a motion filed in Manhattan federal court.  
 
Uniformed workers make up half of about 9,000 city employees, construction workers and others who 
have filed suits against the city in the World Trade Center cleanup. If the city gets its way, NYPD and 
Port Authority cops, firefighters and EMTs would also be dismissed from claims against the city's 
WTC contractors.  
 
But a lawyer for the workers, Paul Napoli, said the city's motion would unfairly "deprive uniformed 
service workers of basic occupational safety and health under established New York law." "I'm 
furious," said ex-detective Mike Valentin, 45, who retired on disability from the NYPD in 2007 with 
severe lung disease and other ailments. He carries an oxygen tank, sleeps with a machine that helps 
him breathe, and was recently diagnosed with kidney disease.  
 
"There is a special place in hell reserved for Mike Bloomberg," said Valentin, a father of three who 
launched the 9/11 Police Aid Foundation to help other ill and struggling responders. "The callous 
indifference shown by the mayor enrages me. It's really sad that the city is protecting the contractors 
more than its unformed services." 
 
 

!�"#�$%&&��'()�*+,�-'.� /�  

 

ALBANY - Gov. Paterson yesterday hastily abandoned his call for state lawmakers to cut their 
salaries, but stuck to his plan to cut his own pay by 10 percent - or $17,900 - to dramatize the state 's 
fiscal crisis.  

Paterson, criticized for giving fat pay hikes to mo re than a dozen senior aides and plunging in 
public-opinion polls, initially made his personal-p ay-cut pledge in Niagara Falls Wednesday night, 
and reiterated it yesterday. "I will take that sacr ifice," Paterson said. "I don't want anyone else to  do 
anything but do their jobs and make sure that we ge t rid of this budget deficit."  

The governor dropped his suggestion that legislator s, who haven't had a raise in 10 years, cut their 
pay by 10 percent. Lawmakers earn a base salary of $79,500 that, in most cases, is boosted by 
stipends of as much as $44,000 annually 
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By SALLY GOLDENBERG and MAGGIE HABERMAN 
BLOOMBERG Shmoozes GOP. 
 
Mayor Bloomberg was "very critical" of Gov. Paterso n during a private powwow with 
Republican leaders yesterday and said former Mayor Rudy Giuliani  would make a "great 
governor," The Post has learned.  
"He was very, very critical of Paterson," said one source who attended the meeting.  

"He said he thinks if Paterson's the [Democratic] n ominee [in 2010], Giuliani would have to 
run. He said he'd spoken to Rudy a while ago and sa id [the former Republican mayor] was 
thinking about it but hadn't made up his mind yet."   

Bloomberg, who is courting Republican leaders for h is re-election campaign this year, also 
said he thought "Rudy would beat Paterson" handily,  another source said, citing recent poll 
numbers.  

Polls conducted by Sienna College and Quinnipiac Un iversity showed Giuliani shows 
Giuliani crushing Paterson. 

maggie.haberman@nypost.com  
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:  
March 23, 2009  
Overtime expenses for the Port Authority Police Dep artment passed the $50 million mark last year, reco rds show.  

The PA paid $50.5 million in OT to its 1,690 unifor med officers up 5 percent from 2007.  

Three sergeants with annual base salaries of $103,7 60 were the biggest earners:  

* La Guardia Airport-based Thomas Hoey raked in $15 4,495 in OT.  

* Laurence Goldberg, also based at La Guardia, bill ed $138,262.  

* Nicholas Kowana, assigned to PATH, took in $133,3 78.  

But while supervisors topped the list, some cops al so collected big:  

* Canine handler Brett Porigow added $122,007 to hi s $86,467- a-year job checking luggage, cargo and p assengers 
for explosives at La Guardia.  

* And John Zultanky, a PA Police Academy firing-ran ge instructor, made $118,125 beyond his $86,467 sal ary.  

Paul Nunziato, first vice president of the PA Polic e Benevolent Association, noted there'd be less nee d for OT if the 
agency increased staff.  

And PA spokesman Stephen Sigmund said, "We take our  fiscal responsibility seriously. We have a zero-gr owth 
operating budget for 2009." 

larry.celona@nypost.com  
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OOPS, THE PENSIONS ARE TAXABLE 

 
(Only 3% of 3/4 NYPD Tax Free Pensions For Those Wh o Retired after Jan. 9th 

this year)  
By MURRAY WEISS and ANDY GELLER — Wednesday, March 25th, 2009 ‘The New York Post’ 

An accountant's query has led to a costly discovery that city workers who retired on supposedly tax-
free disability pensions owed hundreds of millions of dollars in federal taxes. Most holders of such 
pensions, mainly cops and firefighters, have nothing to fear. After months of negotiations, the IRS 
decided it would be too tough to unravel the 70-year-old snafu.  

The agency grandfathered in 24,000 people who began receiving the pensions before Jan. 9. But those 
who retired after Jan. 9 will be taxed on a relatively small portion of the pensions. The saga began in 
2006, when an accountant for a teacher who retired on a disability pension started asking questions.  

Officials found that the city had been contributing a portion of employees' salaries 3 percent in some 
cases to an annuity fund. That portion of the pension is subject to federal, but not state or city, taxes 

RETIRE '20-&-OUT' RULE, EX-COPS SAY 
By CHUCK BENNETT — Monday, March 23rd, 2009 ‘The New York Post’ 
 
The long-cherished "20 and out" rule that allows cops to collect pensions in their 40s is a relic of the 
past that should go the way of the neighborhood call box and the six-shot service revolver, retired cops 
say.  Many retired officers, from detectives to career flatfoots, called Mayor Bloomberg's cost-cutting 
effort to make new recruits work at least 25 years and reach age 50 before being eligible for a pension 
a fair compromise during this time of economic crisis.  
 
"I don't consider it unreasonable. People are dying for jobs right now," said Michael Bailey, who 
retired as a detective in 2007 at the age of 43.  Bailey retired exactly 11 days after completing his 20th 
year on the force the last few years, he said, on an elite counterterrorism team.  He augments his 
roughly $60,000 yearly pension with a corporate security job that provides a six-figure salary, far 
more than he earned during his last year as a cop.  
 
"In the beginning it might seem generous, but that pension is locked in for life. It doesn't grow much," 
Bailey said. "If you go out and find a decent job that pays $50,000 you don't have to worry."  He 
predicted that Bloomberg's proposal would become a reality, especially since the city is projected to be 
on the hook for as much as $7.8 billion 11 percent of the entire projected $70 billion budget by 2013. 
"If you go to most major metropolitan cities now, they've all already moved to it," he said of raising 
the retirement requirement beyond the current 20 years. "I guarantee the city gets it in three or four 
years. They will squeeze. The unions used to be powerful; now they are nothing."  
 
There are 10,381 retired NYPD officers between 40 and 49 now collecting pensions. The average 
pension is $43,000, not including a $12,000 supplement known as a "Christmas bonus" distributed 
every December, for regular non disability service retirees under age 50.  Bloomberg's proposal, 
which is the subject of negotiations with the Municipal Labor Committee and legislators in Albany, 
would affect only future officers, firefighters and other workers not yet hired.  
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Bloomberg Eyes Cops' Pensions  By Scott Ross (NBC News -  
  
Mayor Bloomberg is setting his sites on the pensions enjoyed by New York's finest. "Right now, we 
are paying full retirement benefits to people in their 40s," said Mayor Bloomberg, reported the New 
York Post. "As people are living longer, we simply can't afford to do it forever. "Our pension system 
is one of those areas where spending has grown to an unaffordable rate. And=2 0we simply have to 
find a way to rein it in."  
  
It turns out that the men and women in blue represent a quarter of the city's pension obligations, with 
more than 10,000 ex-cops under the age of 50 collecting full benefits. According to the New York City 
Office of the Actuary, a 42-year-old cop can expect to live to be 80. Because so many cops retire in 
their forties, the city could be on the hook for as much as $2 million in pension payments for one 
officer. 
  
In fact, the city claims that cops and firemen both have longer life expectancies than your standard 
municipal desk jockey. Patrick Lynch, the Patrolmen's Benevolent Association president, said he 
finds this hard to believe. "It defies logic to suggest that police officers have a longer actuarial life 
expectancy than the city's civilian employees in far less stressful jobs," he said. "Clearly, it is in the 
city's interest to show a longer life expectancy for police," Lynch said, calling the city's analysis an 
"attempt to cheapen pension benefits for future police officers." With the city swimming in red ink, 
Bloomberg is considering lightening New York's pension obligations by requiring cops to put in at 
least 25 years -- as opposed to the current 20-year minimum -- and be at least 50 before hanging up 
their badges. 
 
 

By BRENDAN SCOTT NY Post Correspondent 

 
ALBANY - Gov. Paterson's plans to scale back gold-p lated public-employee pensions could 
save the state $48.5 billion over the next 30 years , according to analysis released 
yesterday. The figure includes roughly $16.3 billio n in projected savings for New York City 
over the same time period and $200 million next yea r alone.  

Paterson would achieve the savings by creating a ne w, less-generous retirement tier, 
raising the minimum retirement age and banning over time "spiking," in which workers run 
up hours in their final years to boost pension payo uts. "The changes I have proposed will 
continue to deliver a secure retirement for pension ers, but at a more affordable cost to 
taxpayers," Paterson said.  

"We must use our current fiscal crisis as an opport unity to make smart choices today that 
will pay big dividends in the future." In recent we eks, The Post has spotlighted how 
pension abuses have inflated the pensions of firefi ghters and others, and cost city 
taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars.  

Paterson initially pitched his pension fix in December as part of a plan to close the state's $14 billion 
budget gap, but public-employee unions have rejected the proposals. "It's just not a good way to have 
to manage when you have different classes of employees based solely on when they were hired," said 
Stephen Madarasz of CSEA. 
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Cop Anthony Senft in '82 bombing is cheered   
(Ret. Bomb Squad Det. Tony Senft) 

BY John Lauinger ‘The New York Daily News’ 
Twenty-seven years after he was gravely injured while defusing a bomb, retired NYPD detective 
Anthony Senft remembers every moment leading up to the explosion. He held students rapt at a 
Bronx award ceremony Saturday as he told of getting a call from police headquarters on New Year's 
Eve 1982. A bomb had exploded at 26 Federal Plaza in lower Manhattan, and Senft and partner 
Salvatore Pastorella were soon at the courthouse to defuse two dynamite bombs. "When you are 
standing over eight sticks of dynamite, you start to hyperventilate," Senft said at the Villa Maria 
Academy while presenting "Breakfast of Champions" awards to students in a physical fitness 
program.  
 
"My partner kneeled down. I bent over. I heard the explosion," Senft recalled. "And that is the last 
thing I remembered for five years." Senft, 62, of Bohemia, L.I., was blown 15 feet into the air. He 
broke his hip, lost his right eye and had to have his face reconstructed. His partner was also badly 
wounded in the bombing by the Puerto Rican guerrilla group FALN. 
 
Yet Senft, who retired from the NYPD in December after 36 years, considers himself lucky. "That 
horrible, horrible night was actually my lucky night because I survived," he said, before receiving a 
thunderous standing ovation.  
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The History and information about the NYCPD  Part 4  
(continued from the last issue) 

 
THE N.Y.P.D. OFFICIAL MOTTO IS "FIDELIS AD MORTEM."   

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?  
 
The N.Y.P.D. official motto (translated from Latin)  is "Faithful Unto Death." The motto first appeared  on the 
Flag of Honor that was presented to the N.Y.P.D. by  the grateful citizens of New York City in 1872 for  
preserving the peace of the City and suppressing th e Civil War draft riots in 1863, as well  

as the religious/political Orange Riot in 1871.  
 

WHEN WAS THE FIRST PATROL GUIDE ISSUED?  
 

When the N.Y.P.D. was officially created in July of  1845, the first Chief, George W. Matsell, wrote an d 
published a guide for the new force entitled, "Rule s and Regulations of the Day and Night Police of th e City of 
New York with Instructions as to the Legal Powers a nd Duties of Policemen." This small 75 page book th at 
policemen kept in their back pocket listed numerous  laws and ordinances and described how to protect l ife 
and property in various situations. The Regulations  also instructed policemen to suppress crime before  it 
occurred by being vigilant at all times. This was t he first publication of its kind and evolved to its  present 
form.  

 
WHEN DID AFRICAN-AMERICANS FIRST ENTER THE N.Y.P.D. ? 

 
In 1891, the City of Brooklyn Police appointed Wile y G. Overton as the first pre-consolidation African -
American policeman. In 1914, the N.Y.P.D. appointed  Samuel J. Battle as the first African-American 
policeman.  In 1920, the N.Y.P.D. appointed Lawon R . Bruce as the first African-American policewoman.  

 
WHEN DID THE N.Y.P.D. FIRST APPOINT HISPANIC POLICE  OFFICERS? 

 
In 1896, George Garcia was appointed as the first H ispanic police officer.  
 

WHEN DID THE FIRST WOMEN ENTER THE N.Y.P.D.? 
 
On October 6, 1891, in response to requests from re form groups to have personnel to transport and sear ch 
female arrestees and prisoners, the N.Y.P.D. appoin ted the first four Police Matrons. In 1918, the tit le of Police 
woman was created and the first six officers were a ppointed.  
 
                                                                                            

HOW MANY POLICE OFFICERS HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE LI NE-OF-DUTY? 
 

The first recorded police officer's death in the li ne-of-duty was in 1854. As of this publication, 580  police 
officers have been killed in the line-of-duty.  

 
HOW MANY POLICE COMMISSIONERS HAVE THERE BEEN?  

 
 In 1901, a single Police Commissioner began to be appointed. Prior to that time, a board of up to fou r 
Commissioners was appointed to oversee Department o perations. Police Commissioner Bernard B. Kerik is 
the 40th Police Commissioner of the City of New Yor k.  
 

 
WHEN WERE DETECTIVES FIRST APPOINTED BY THE N.Y.P.D.? 

 
In 1882, the Detective Bureau was formally created.  Prior to that time, the Department used undercover  
officers, dressed in civilian clothes called "shado ws" to infiltrate crowds at parades and public even ts and 
arrest pickpockets and cutpurses.  
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                                                                                                                    (Continue in next months issue) 

8 accorded Officer of the Month honors on Staten Is land 
By JOHN ANNESE — Tuesday, March 24th, 2009 ‘The Staten Island Advance’ 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- For taking down armed and dangerous career criminals, and getting five 
guns off the street, they've absolutely earned the title of "Cop of the Month." Eight officers hailing 
from all three of Staten Island's police precincts were lauded for their heroics last year in a ceremony 
in the Advance's Grasmere office yesterday afternoon.  

Assistant Chief Stephen Paragallo, the borough's top cop, said the efforts of the eight officers, and 
their colleagues, were instrumental in helping drive down crime on the Island in 2008. "Two thousand 
and eight was a very difficult year for us. We had a surge of crime in the midpoint of the year," 
Paragallo said. "We were able to bring that surge and increase down to a 2 percent decrease, and 
we've been able to continue that momentum into the new year."  

In October, Sgt. Joseph Gallo of Bulls Head and Officers Daniel Ricciardi of New Springville and 
Patricia Mullane of Tottenville, all of the 123rd Precinct, busted a reputed mobster who police say had 
just pistol-whipped a homeowner in Charleston as part of a home invasion robbery. The three officers 
were assigned to the precinct's youth van on Oct. 21 when they heard a call over the police radio that 
a man had been shot. In fact, the man had been beaten with the butt of a pistol and robbed by four 
men.  

The officers saw a car that matched the description of the getaway vehicle, and when the car wouldn't 
pull over and struck Ricciardi, they followed, and managed to arrest the driver, a reputed Gambino 
associate and convicted killer, and recover his gun.  

On Nov. 28, Lt. Patrick Perry  of Tottenville and officers Nicholas Norris of St. George and Jose 
Tabora of New Brighton, all of the 122nd Precinct, tracked down a career criminal who broke into a 
house in Rossville and attacked its owner, a retired officer, only to end up shot in the side during the 
attempt. As he fled, the suspect ran his car into the retired officer, breaking his leg.  

Lt. Perry and Officers Norris and Tabora were assigned to their precinct's satellite conditions team at 
the time. The call first came over as a reported shooting of a retired officer, and the trio committed the 
suspect's description to memory. They found the suspect and his car, and after a short foot chase, 
arrested him and recovered some stolen goods and his gun.  

Finally, on Dec. 30, Officers Michael Smith of Dongan Hills and Richard Ortiz  of Brooklyn were out 
on patrol as part of the 120th Precinct's Street Narcotics Enforcement Unit when they noticed a car 
driving erratically on Grandview Avenue. They pulled the vehicle over, and noticed ammo on the 
floor, then questioned the driver, who admitted to having three shotguns in the trunk. The officers 
"tactically retrieved" the guns, and arrested the driver and his passenger, both of whom hailed from 
Delaware. 
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Northwest Focal Point Senior Center 
6009 NW 10th Street Margate Florida 33063 Tel# 954-973-0300 
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